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| ADVERTISEMENT. 


* 


£ the following Diſcourſe was originally de- 
ned only as a Preliminary to the Author's 
Arguments and Reflections on the Books 
0 Chapters of the Old and New Teſta- 
Went, which were tranflated at the charge of 
P Er SOCIETY FOR PlOMOTING CHRISTIAN 
Mou rDox, and firſt publiſbed in the year 


in 1744. But as this Difcourſe contains many 
Nellent inſtrutrions, which are of general uſe, 
"7 may, with the Divine bleſſing, tend to con- 
p ce many of the obligation they are under t6 


X 1% a ſuitable manner; it Was thought expe- 
* to publiſh this ſmall Tract by itſelf, thai 


A 2 re 


* 
3 
1 
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V may be proper to inform the Reader, that 


1 516; and lately reviſed, corrected and very 
* wich enlarged, from the Author's laſt edition 


7 the Scriptures, and direct them how to do 


'F e obo are not able to purchaſe the larger 


51555 


iv © ADVERTISEMENT. 


works of this eminent Divine, may hare i i 
advantage of this piece, which mut be of n 
mite uſe to them, if it proves a means, in C 
hand, to perſuade them to read the Script . 0 
as they ought : which effect it cannot fail to jr 7 
duce in all, who read # with an boneft hear ; 


This ſmall Adis of Mr. anna : 
writings will likewiſe, it is hoped, induce nuſſit is 
Zo read his other uſeful and inſtructive Wiri wy 
particularly his Arguments and Reflection, 
which may be looked upon as the mol ui a 
companion for the Scriptures, and the i pri 
human means that perhaps was ever invent 
zo make thoſe divine books produce in us it 3 | 
ſalutary effects for which they were gracin 
deſigned. | 
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Þ DISCOURSE, &c. 


ing the Holy Scriptures, is as evident 
Wt is deplorable. Chriſtians there are in- 
;Mncrable, who are almoſt entirely ignorant 
e Bible; becauſe thoſe that have the 
cover them ſuffer it to be read only by 
/Fticular perſons, and with the greateſt 
Wecaution, as if it were a dangerous thing 
= put the word of God indifferently into 


us it Wiclves at preſent with theſe conſidera- 


Vs, we ſhall only obſerve, that the greateſt 


Ar, cven of thoſe who have the reading 


** 


25 


cin 
the ſacred writings recommended to 
m, neglect to do it. Many, it is true, 
want of learning, may not be in a capa- 
to read the Scriptures; which is a great 
fortune, and a ſhame to Chriſtians, that 
number of thoſe who cannot read, 
Wuld ſtill be ſo great among them. It; 
be faid too, that a great many do not 
915 * the Word of God, becauſe they are 

- 43 unable, 


HA great numbers neglect the read- 


hands of all men. But, not to concern 


. 3 


| 


— — 


dedicating ſome portion to the pious uf; 2 


and other ſervants, have not leiſure to 1 
charge this necefliry duty; becauſe ti 


bounded goodneſs, has ſupplied men, il 
the revelation of his will, with the W 
perfect means of inſtruction. He 1n{pi 


therefore have very little regard for 
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unable, through their poverty, to purch4$ 
that divine book. Thoſe to whom God If. 
given riches, ſhould fupply this detect, 


providing Bibles for the poor. To ng 18 
be added, that a great number of dome 


maſters allow them not time for it. I 
however this be, thoſe Chriſtians are ute 
inexcuſable, who have it in their power 
read the Word of God, and will not do it uy U 

God, in his infinite wiſdom and uM 


the prophers and apoſtles, and was plea al 4 
their writings ſhould be preſerved, that 1 
them truth might always remain pure, vi 
out being corrupted by the forgetful 
and inconſtancy, the careleſſneſs or mai. 
of men. The Scriptures therefore ar 
moſt valuable bleſſing God ever beito 
upon us, except the ſending his Son 
the world; they are a treaſure which c 
tain in them every thing that can mai'W 
truly rich, and truly happy. We "W 


and his gifts, if we negle& to make a}, 
uſe of this; and 1 1 would argue the c ol 1 
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ch without that aſſiſtance, which God him- 
k has judged ſo needful and expedient 
11 Ir us. | 1 

The uſe of the Holy Scriptures was very 
Immon among the primitive Chriſtians; 
d as they were regularly read in their 


to el ligious aſſemblies, ſo did they read them 
- ich great diligence in their families. But 


e Scriptures were afterwards neglected, 
proportion as ignorance and ſuperſtition 
ined ground. The people were no longer 
ſtructed in them; and though the cuſtom 
ss retained of reading ſome portion of 
em in the church, they were rendered 
tirely uſeleſs, by being read in a language 
e people were unacquainted with. At 
Ingth, the private uſe of God's Word was 
holly laid aſide, and this divine light in a 
anner extinguiſhed for ſeveral ages. About 
s hundred years ago it was, as it were, 
en from under the buſhel where it had 
n ſo long concealed ; and the people, in 
veral parts of Chriftendom, recovered 
eir right of reading the Scriptures: but 
ot of thoſe who enjoy this privilege, do 
ot improve it as they ought. 

This indifference and negle& in reading 
le facred writings, is the true cauſe of that 
orance which prevails among the gene- 
M8 +"ity of Chriſtians. This is the reaſon they 
ue but a Night and ſuperficial knowledge 
| ” 944 wn of 
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of the doctrines and duties of Ckriſtianit I no! 
and too many entertain notions that are eich 
tirely falſe and groundleſs. This is d 
tource of the many errors which are in vogd ppc 
among us, and of the many impious a ad 


libertine notions, which prevail more an I ſi 
more; for as ſoon-as we forſake the Scr e. 
tures, which are our only rule of faith, ir cla: 
follow our own reaſonings, we muſt of n:3We cl 
ceſſity go aſtray. It is forfaking this dra eſta 
light, which has occaſioned many perſoſ f is 


who have thought themſelves inſpired, auf Hove 
imagined they had attained to the higbei ivat 
degree of piety and perfection, to fall | un Fenta 
the moſt extravagant notions, and ſomeſ va. 
times into the greateſt | impurities. In ſhorpWnlic 
to the ſame cauſe may be aſcribed all thing 
remiſſneſs, that carnal and worldly- mines Mce e 
edneſs, which is too common among Chriſ fiſe 
tians. All this, I tay, proceeds from nuf Far i 
reading the Holy Scr iptures, and not mi | I co 
king that uſe of them for which they wer Furt 
given. rc 

It is true, this neglect in Chriſtians ma wal 
be in ſome meaſure ſupplied, by reading d e 
the Word of God in our religious aftcag 8 | 
blies. And indeed, if it 1 ſurpriſing „ [rel 
people ſhould neglect to read it, there 5 ; * 
{till more reaſon to be aſtoniſhed, that cel. 
{o many years, men ſhould have f org 0 Fa 
give the reading of the ſacred writings tte 

| AT 


is tie 
Vogt! 


s a] 
e any 
8 cr 1 
h, a4 
f if 
living 1 
-r{onf 
„ 45 | 1 
ivate reading is attended with ſome ad- 
Tages, which public reading is not. 
Fivate, one may read with more leiſure, 
nſider things more cloſely, repeat the 
Ning more than once, and make a more 
Nee application. 
1 Le the beſt way to improve by what we 
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ani] 13 place in the public worſhip, 
re en ö 


d among the firſt Chriſtians. 


ich it always enjoyed among the Jews, 
But: even 
Ippoſing "the Scriptures , were regularly 
120 in the church, this alone would not 

> ſufficient, i Chriſtians read them 
cwiſe in their own houſes.— The expreſs 


clarations of God's Word, the practice of 


e church, both under the Old and New 
eſtament, and many other reaſons which 
is not expedient to mention at preſent, 
ove the neceſſity of doing this. Beſides,; 


In 


Private reading is like- 


Far in public; it being impoſſible rightly 
comprcehend what 1s ſaid in public diſ- 
Purſes and ſermons, without being well 
rſcd in the Scriptures. Add to this, that 
fwate reading keeps up a ſpirit of piety 


d devotion ; whereas thoſe who neglect 


t is, inevitably fall into an indifference and 


Birelith for Yivine things ; which muſt be 
#:cnded. with remiſineis in the duties of 
1. ion, and in a flaviſh ſubjection to the 


4 5 We 
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( We proceed now to conſider the man 
in which the Holy Scriptures ought to h s 
' read: Here, we ſhall make ſome refle 2 
| tions; firſt, on the books of the Hoh 1 lac 
Scriptures, and their ſeveral parts; and i. 4 
condly, on the diſpoſitions which ought i 
* the reading of them. | 


I. Every one knows, that the Scriptu e 
comprehend the Or D and New TESA 
MENT: And as the Old Teſtament, whit 
was written before the coming of Jef 
Chriſt, is a part of the Bible, which is ke Nen 
read, and very many never read it at all; 

| ſeems neceſſary here, to prove the uſe fulneß 
of thoſe books in particular. It is a WF 
| great miſtake to imagine they were de fia 
only for the Jews, and that they are of L. 
ne to Chriſtians. Saint Faul ſays, © ti 

«< whatſoever things were written aforetinq 

« were written for our learning.” An 8 


ſpeaking of what had happened to the 


rr rr „ 


| | ; ; ric. 
. elites, he ſays, that © all thoſe things hay FT 
cc pened to them for examples, and wi 50 


« written for our admonition, upon wi 
40 0 ED00k 
the ends of the world are come.” c 


Chriſt himſelf exhorts his diſciples to“ cer 
de the Scriptures, for in them,” fays he, IM 
« think ye have eternal life, and they 
« they which teſtify of me,” Our LW. 
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Shen he thus ſpeaks, recommends the read- 


nel 
g and meditating on the writings of Moſes 


— d the prophets, as he does py: other 
Hor 4 places, On the knowledge of what is con- 
ant 194 Þincd in thoſe, writings, depends the right 
chte Jn lerftanding of the principal articles of the 


1 Firn Religion. Of this we have a very 


temarkable and convincing proof, in the 
pure 4 Fequent quotations made by Chriſt and his 
"ner apoſtles out of the hiſtories, propkecies, and 
which ther paſſages of the Old Teſtament. There 
Tei$4 gre cven whole books in the New Teita- 
1-4 bent, which no one can rightly underitand, 
all; I ho hal not read the Old with tome care and 
lm Ittention; this remark is particularly true 
: {0 pf the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, which is no- 
Gor hing but a compariſon between the Law 
rn Ind the Goſpel. | 
But to convince us more fully of the uſe- 
etim Julneſs of the books of the Old Teſtament, 
Act ns examine a little into their contents: 
/ { ney are of THREz kinds; being either H 


5 rical, De#rinal, and Moral, or Prophetical, 

Ihe Hiftorical Books, which are the firſt 
. order, begin at Geneſis, and end at the 
bock of Eber. I They are called hiſtorical, 


| Pecauſe they contain nothing but hiſtories, 
; Fecher ſome part of the books of Mass, 
4 + here the laws which God gave to the Jews | 
LP re ſet down. In theſe books we are in- 


Por med of the moſt conſiderable events re- 
4 6 lating; 


1 
WIe. 


——— 3 
- 
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lating to religion, and the people of G00 
from the creation of the world, to the return! 
from the Babyloniſh captivity. The ſc an 
the books we ſhould begin with; for it} 
remarkable, that the firſt inſtruction Got: 


was pleaſed to give his church, was by hi 


tory ; this method of inſtruction being tht 

moſt plain and eaſy, and ſuited to every c 
pacity.—Hiſtortes are ſo eaſy to comprehenÞ e; 
and retain, that- even children may under 


ſtand them without much difficulty; ani 


ſhould be laid there. 


the true and divine authority of the Scrij 
tures. 
Teſtament contain not only facts, but like. 
wiſe the doctrines and duties of religicn 


They ſet before us many noble examp!:3 1 


wherein are diſplayed che wiſdom, goodane!s 


However, the hiſtories of the of | 


110 
hic 
Md : 


T cit 


1 jans 


T 


Are 0 


77 


s t! 
therefore, the foundation of their inſtructic ? 
Beſides, on hiſtoric 
facts the whole of religion 1s founded ; ; 
hiſtory furniſhes us with invincible proc fs 0 | , 


and juſtice of God's providence; his love 9Mrea 
good men, and diſpleaſure againſt {inner T 
The eleventh chapter of the EF piſtle to tree 
Hebrews, is a remarkable proof of the traten 
of this obſervation. In that chapter, ind 
Paul, deſigning to ſhew the nature and e. "i 
fects of faith, collects together in one vi! Ws 
the examples of faith, obedience and cou Nor! 
ſtancy, which we meet with in the lives 6 H roy 


the patriarchs, and other illuſtrious perſon 4 
WII 
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Go Ino lived before the coming of Chriſt; 
ctun Fhich may convince us, chat the reading 


© er ind meditating on the hiſtories of the Old 


it F'eſtament, muſt be of great uſe to Chrif= {| 
Golf Fans. N 
V bit The books of the Old Teſtament wh ich | 
g tiff re called Doctrinal and Mcral, are the book 
ry ce gf Job, the Palms, and the writings of So- 
>henlk I). s 
ndert Theſe books are not altogether ſo clear f 
ard gs thoſe which are hiſtorical In % and 


ictiuſ he Proverbs, for inſtance, we mect with 
oricſſ me paſſages whoſe ſenſe is not eaſily de- 
i; 4F&crmined ; which is generally owing to ſome | 
ons OMefeft in the verſion ; the extreme - conciſe- 
cri es of the ſentences, and the figures of IM 
c 08S gan ſo different from any in uſe among 
lik \ making it very hard to expreſs them in 
gien 1 modern languages. But if theſe books 

pls arc attended with a little obſcurity in {ome 

dnch places, they may, neverthelets, be read with 
oercat advantage. 


nnen They ſupply us, in general, with theſe Þ} 
to tree things, with doctrines, with precepts | 


11 morality, and with ſentiments of piety 
r, St Wn a devotion, Firſt, We learn from them 
nd e- "i principal doctrines of religion; ſuch as 
hefe, That there is a God, who made the | 
con- orld; that he governs all things by his 


ves al rovidence, diſpenſin good and evil, pro- 
ros cding g good men, and duniſhing the wicket 


that 
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that this God, Who is perfectly juſt arg 4 


righteous, will reward every man accordin: 


to his works; with other doctrines of th ; 


like nature, which are clearly diſplayed 


theſe books, and confirmed with ſeverd 4 


very uſeful and inſtructive examples, pa} dne 


ticularly in the book of Feb and the Pall F 
Secondly, Theſe books contain moſt exct} 
lent rules of morality, and precepts of greg 


uſe, relating to the principal duties of reif 5 
| gion, to juſtice, Charity, purity, temperance 
patience, and. other virtues AION, i 3 


this part of the Old Teſtament, and pai 


cularly in the P/alms, we meet with car 1 
ſentiments of piety, and the moſt excel 
here we are taughÞS 

how we'ought to be affected with the mij 
jeſty of God, and reverence and adore tif 
ſupreme Being ; with what pleafure a 
delight we ought to meditate upon the wo 
dertul works of creation and providence 
with what gratitude and fervency of devo 


patterns of devotion : 


tion we ought ro extol his perfections, ani 
Praiſe him for all his mercies;. that we ougi 
to Pay the higheft regard to God's hoh 
commandments, and account thoſe advar 


tages ineſtimable which piety. procures Me 


its true votaries. Here we learn to truſt! 


God, to call upon him in time of tr wy 
to Fbmit with reſignation to the divine wi 


and to ove; recourſe to God's mercy o 
repel 


4 3% 
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1 t Fepentance when we have offended him. 
rain Fherefore, the reading of theſe books muſt 
f tis} geeds be of great uſe to guide and inflame 
edi pur devotion. 


even Y The / "rophetical Books are the writings of 
pany t e Prophets, from {{azah to Malachi. They 
ſalu re tiled Prophetical, becauſe they princi- 


e xc pally contain prophecies or predictions. 
on b are not, however, ſo ſtrictly prophe- 


frei Hical, but we find in them ſeveral remarkable 
rancig | 4 2 as in Jeremiah, Daniel, and Jonab; 

ly, N q4 ks well as many uſeful, moral inſtructions, 
pany in the exhortations and remonſtrances of the 


X Ale 
elle 
— 
e mag 
re tial 
e an 
- wool | 


Saen The prophecies, which make up 
The moſt conſiderable part of theſe books, 
pre of three kinds: ſome relate to Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the Chriſtian church; others 
Toncern the Jews more particularly; and 
Pines foretel what was to befal the ſeveral 
tions and empires of the world. 

It, in reading the predictions of the pro 
Ipbets, we meet at firſt with ſome ae 
6 | Inſtead of being ſurpriſed at it, let us conſi- 
ug; ger, that every prophecy muſt be obſcure, 
"gc !eait, in ſome reſpects, before the event. 
I was fo far from being neceſſary to the 
( 9 ſalvation of the faithful in thoſe times, that 
theſe predictions ſhould be abſolutely clear 
0 1 them, and that they ſhould perfectly 
| omprehend them in every part, that, on 
che contrary, the meaning of them muſt 
3 needs 
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needs be concealed. The unſcarchable wig 
dom of God, and the wonders of his provi\# 
dence, appear with much greater luſtre 
when we reflect, that his deſigns were ac} 
compliſhed, and the predictions of the prob 
phets fulfilled, without men knowing an > 
thing of it, and by ſuch means as no ond r 
would ever have thought of. Beſides, hai ite 
theſe predictions hen: abſolutely clear if Hat 
every circumſtance, men might have fo fa m 
obſtructed the deſigns of providence, thaf u th 
continual miracles, and altering the court rio 
of nature, might have been neceſſary in or Hign 
der to bring about the execution of them @ule 


„Therefore God, in great wiſdom, {preal Acc, 
peil over the prophecies, that they migit|York 
be attended with ſome obſcurity. gs 


It is, however, to be obſerved, that wha < Nico 
was once obſcure, the event has made clea the 
Moſt of the prophecies relating to the conf 1 Fic 
ing of Chriſt, to his ſufferings and kingdom ID 
to the rejection of the Jews, and the calling | 
of the Gentiles, are now very eaſy to com- 
prehend. The predictions concerning tt | b. 
Jews, which. foretold the deſtruction of 7% 
ruſalem, and their diſperſion, occaſioned il 
by the Afjyrians and Babylonians, and after: ! 
wards by the Romans, ſoon after the comin; p* 
of our Lord; theſe e ee are fo pel- 
fectly explained by the event, that there 52 
no difficulty attending them, As to tho Went: 
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e wil Fophecies which related to other nations 
>roviiiÞd Pe of the world, as the prophe- 
Luſtre} Ges of Jaiab, from the thirteenth chapter, 
re ach aþd the remarkable predictions of Daniel; 
prof i the generality of readers find them diffi- 
> anf Alt, becauſe they are ignorant of the hiſ- 
> on . ry of thoſe times and nations, they are 
5 w WÞite clear to thoſe who are acquainted with 
ar i Wat hiſtory. Beſides, this obſcurity, ariſing 
ſo fu hom the ſubject of the prophecies, the ſtyle 
„ that 0 : F theſe 3 writers, who make uſe of 
ourtf Frious images, and figures of ſpeech, fo- 
n or ign to the uſages of theſe times, is another 
nem ule of obſcurity. But with ſome aſſiſt= 
ad ce, like that which is attempted in this 
I ork *, and a little acquaintance with the 
[Wr2uage of the prophets, we may calily 
what cover their meaning. Upon the whole, 
ea chere are ſome paſſages in their writings 
com- Mich we do not perfectly comprehend, we 
dom Day, without prejudice to our ſalvation, be 
IingFRrorant of their true import. 
om. It is a very great fault to neglect, as too 
r theÞWany do, the reading of the prophecics. If 
f % EF Eiriſtians would but read them, and medi- 
fr te on them, they would find an aſtoniſhing 
fler. ht dart from them: they would diſcover 
Ning? | 
ber- 2 In theſe Words, the Author refers to his Argu- 
| Fe and Reflections on the Broks and Chapters of the 


and New Teftaments, mentioned 1 in the Advertiſe- 
1 gent before chis Tract. 


nose! 


beauties 
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beauties which they are now ſtrangers t! 


and would have a more lively ſenſe of t. 


truth and excellence of religion than the 
now have. In fact, nothing can be co 
ceived a more convincing proof of the b 
ing of God, nothing 2 more undeniable 2: at 4 1 
gument that he governs all things, and th . 
the Scriptures are his word, than to ſce th 
exact completion of thoſe ancient propht'$ 
cies, which were in the hands of the Jen 4 


ſuch as we now have them, many ages b . 


fore the coming of our Lord. For ty 
reaſon St. Peter adviſes Chriſtians to ti 3 
and meditate on the prophecies, as a md 
likely means to ſtrengthen them in i 
faith. We have alſo,” ſays he, a mv 


« ſure word of prophecy, whereunto ye d 


c well that ye take heed, as unto a lig 
« that ſhineth in a dark place, until t 
« day dawn, and the day-ſtar ariſe in yep 4 


« hearts.” 


The Nxw TzsTAMENT is that part oft 
Scriptures which it moſt concerns us to 
acquainted with. If the Old and New Iq 
taments be compared together, the laue ſb 
certainly the cleareſt and moſt perfect: 1 
though the doctrine of the goſpel be at 
bottom the ſame with that of Maſes and 1% 
prophe S ; Yet it 15 certain, that the di 1 
truchs, che duties, the promiſes and thr:"ÞR 


* 


1 . A . 
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ers [lj * | | —— 
i Sn2s of the goſpel, are propoſed with 


of ti Freater ſtrength and evidence, than thoſe of 
in tit he Old Teſtament. The goſpel has not 


e con Hnly removed the ſhadows of the law, and 


the bi. 


*: in a clear light what was before revealed 
ble 2 nly in part; but, likewiſe, teaches us many 
Nd tha Tings which the faithful of old knew not, 
ſee th Ind which the prophets themſelves, as our 
ropht Saviour obſerves, were ignorant of. Hence 
Jer At is, that St. Paul calls thoſe things myſteries, 


3eS gr /ecret things, which were unknown to for- 


or u her ages. Nor is it to be wondered, that 


0 fei e find greater light in the Goſpel, than in 


a ma he Law: Moſes and the Prophets ſpeak in 
in She Old Teſtament; but in the New it is 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, of whom it is 
id, © This is my beloved Son, hear him.” 
127 St. Paul makes this diſtindt ion, when he ſays, 
tl God, who at ſundry times, and in divers 
n ya g manners, ſpake in times paſt unto the fa- 
FF thers by the prophets, has, in theſe laſt 
days, ſpoken unto us by his Son.” | 
of 7% The New Teſtament conſiſts of the G0 
S 10 es, the cs of the Apoſtles, and the Epiſtles. 2: 
Iq Pf theſe, the Goſpels are the firſt in order 
ati! and dignity ; which offer to our view, firſt, | 
- "FFT he diſcourſes of our Lord, as they pro- 
FEceced from his ſacred lips; the moſt holy 
Ind mott perfect laws, which he taught man- 
ind, that thereby they might tearn ro know 
_ 56d, and to ſerve him in {pirit and in _— 
: the 


greateſt luſtre. 


New Teſtament; 


8 
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Ufefalneſs of 


the duties which he recommends to tief 
the rewards and 
puniſhments of another life; and all the 
Ec1ve 


practice of his diſciples; 


attended with ſuch a degree of ev: dence 
and conviction, as is to be met with noff 
where elſe. 


Goſpels an account of our Saviour's mira-lþ 


cles, which diſplay his divine power, and 
at the ſame time, his great goodneſs, ſince 
and 
When we read the Gofpels, ve 
ought to give great attention to our Lord's Þ 


all his miracles were acts "of mercy 


kindnels. 


miracles, as God was Pleaſed to make choice 
of this method, to prove that Jeſu¹ν was the 
Meſſiah. Laſtly, In them we ſee deſcribed 
the unſpotted life of our great Redeemer, 
his zeal, his obedience to the will of his 
Father, his amazing love to mankind, his 
meekneſs, humility, ſincerity, purity, pa- 
tience, and renouncing of the world. Theſe 


virtues, which ſhine forth in his life, are all 


united in his death, and appear with the 
To the hiſtory of the death 
of Jeſus Chriſt, the Goſpel adds likewiſe an 


account of his reſurrection and aſcenſion, 


which are the foundation of our ir faith and 
Hope. 
From hence it is evident, that the Got- 
pels are the moſt conſiderable part of the 
for which reaſon, the 
reading of them has always been looked 

- | <2, Upon 


1 


Sccondiy, We read in tief 7 


perat 
Me | 
Apr 


off 


lenct 


h no 
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. 
mira- 
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the firſt rank; 


21 


) the 1 pon 1n the Church as a thing of the greateſt 


ani mportance; and as the Jews, though they 
ther gead the writings of the prophets, and re- 
cived them as divine; had a particular ve- 
bcration for the law of Ac/es, and gave that 


ſo Chriſtians have always 


expreſſed an extraordinary reſpect for the 


© hurch, 


; From hence proceeded the an- 

tient cuſtom of riſing up, and ſtanding all 
1 time the Goſpels were reading in the 
and the cuſtom of reading and 


E:plaining ſome part of them every Sunday 


i the year. 


The Ads of the Apoſtles inform us, in 
roy manner the Goſpel, after our Lord's 
Aſcenſion, was preached, both at Feruſalem 
and the places adjacent, and in ſeveral parts 
bf the world. The reading this book 1s of 
great uſe, and as it is wholly hiſtorical, it 


[ tannot * very difficult to underſtand. 


The Epiſtles, or Letters, which the Ap oſ 
f bs ſent > to the churches 1n their x hee 
[ to particular perſons, make likewiſe a 
part of the canonical books of the New 


; boon 


St. Peter informs us, that St. 


Fas Epiſtles were reckoned among the 


Pivine writings in the life-cime of the A 


Apo: 


. es, It would be a groſs miſtake, to ima- 
Pine that the Goſpels aione are ſufficient, 
ind that the Epiſtles may be diſpenſed with. 


The Epiſtles furniſh, us with an explanation 


of - 


. 
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of ſeveral articles, which are not altogeth| g 
ſo evident from the Goſpels ; ſo that wa 
Goſpels are more clear, in many retpcc:pi 


when the Epiſtles are added to them. 


truth, Chriſt did not always think fit to ex { 
plain himſelf fully and completely upd At 


every ſubject; his thoughts were often con 


cealed under figurative expreſſions or {inf 
litudes, which were ſomewhat obſcure, agg 
were not to be entirely cleared up till afy 
his aſcenſion : There are even many thing 
which Chriſt did not tell his Apoſtles wig 
he was with them; and which, conſequenyh 
ly, are not to be found in the Goſpels. IB 
our Lord's own words, “I have yet maſt 
e things to ſay unto you, but you can 
ce bear them now: howbeit, when the Sp 
cc rit of Truth is come, he will guide yu 
« into all truth, and will ſhew you thing h 
« to come.” The Apoſtles, after they 1a 
received the Holy Ghoſt, were much mol 
enlightened than before ; and therefore vM 
meet, in their writings, with the ciicove!W 
of many things of the greateſt importance 
and even ſuch as are abſolutely necetlaf 


for our inſtruction. 


For the right underſtanding of the E pi * 
tles, the chief thing to be obſerved, 15 e 
occaſion and deſign of writing them. Thom . 
they treat of different ſubjects, as the cx 
gencies of the church required at that tim: 
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get b: what the apoſtles deliver upon thoſe 


at tn Ybjccts, ſerves to clear up ſeveral points 
pech religion. Their aim, in general, was to 
1. liptcſerve in the Chriſtian churches, then 
to e b founded by them, ſound doctrine, 
upaszd purity of manners; and to guard the 
n Col "i againſt the errors which many per- 
ſimiſtzns, converted to Chriſtianity from among 
e, use Jews and Gentiles, took great pains to 
Il aN Fopagare, and thereby corrupted the doc- 
thinſWnes and practices of Chriſtianity. The 
Which and deſign of the Apoſtles in all their 
gueufppiſtles, is to perſuade Chriſtians to perſe- 
[eagMre in the faith, and in a holy life; and 
muftherefore they all end with earneſt exhorta- 
cannÞWns to the practice of the virtues and du- 
e SH of religion: There are even ſome, which 
le yol w re written with no other view, particu- 
thinly the Epiſtles called Catholic; which, 
ey lu{Wcept a few places, wherein the Apoſtles 
| mo Wohrly touch upon ſome article of faith, 
Dre enſiſt wholly of moral precepts, and ex- 
-overÞ@rtations to true holineſs. 
rrandt 5 
ella 11, From what has been ſaid, it appears, 
Nat the reading of the Old and New Teſta- 
Ep dent is a moſt excellent means of inſtruc- 


Nn and edification. But before we can 
{Wap this advantage from it, the heart and 
Wind muſt be fitly diſpoſed for the reading 
tin chem. The ſcriptures may be read, and 


very 


ne Diſpoſitions neceſſary for 


even become ſinful, when not attended Wit 


very frequently too, and yet no advanta_t 
enſue, if we read them only in a_cur{ ff 
way, and for the ſake of reading. |: 
with reading as it is with prayer, and ot 
acts of religion; they are of no ule, a i 


the neceſſary diſpoſitions, 


nnn at ten 
| dt ral 
gr. 
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MT: PEE firft neceſſary diſpoſition is 4 Vic 


tention; that is, when a man readW4 : 


his mind ſhould be free, compoſed, and Hui. 
engaged from other thoughts. 
we muſt take heed that our heart be rr 1h 
diſordered by our paſſions; for the hear, 
and the paſſions are the great cauſe of Ned 
traction and inattention in reading, as s 
as in prayer; the mind naturally dwc [ngWerr ; 
upon thoſe things, which have taken p ra 
ſeſſion of the heart. 


Above em 


For this reaſon, ii r ne 


convenient to make choice for reading, Mes 
thoſe ſeaſons. in which we are diſengage akes 
40 Si 
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om other things, and particularly the 
Horning. It is likewiſe of great uſe, be- 
It hre we begin to read, to ſtir up our at- 
Othe on, by ſeriouſly conſidering hat we 
e, auf e going about, and reflecting, that when 
-d wit * read the Scriptures, God fpeaks: to us, 
ad by his word deſires to make us happy; 
. and bring us to everlaſting life. To ſecure 
tention, we mult likewiſe read with deli- 
ration. Many are very fond of reading 
great deal, and running over the Scrip- 
res in a ſhort time; forgetting that what 
makes reading profitable, is attention, 
c Wtation, and ſerious reflection on e 
Nad. Reading, which is the nouriſhment 
o the ſoul, is like food to the body; which 
S. not ſupport life and vigour unleſs it be 
pewed and digeſted. Let us therefore 


antagh 7 
uric N 


wt 


18 4 Void precipitation, do nothing in a hurry, 
read allow ourſelves leiſure to weigh and 
nd difWnſider well what we read: To this end, 
»ve ale muſt avoid reading too long at a time; 
be ndl br ſhort readings are generally beſt: how= 
c heather, the following diſtinction may be ob- 


Fed. When we read the Hiſtorical 


1 di 


as wel n we may read more at a time, and 
welliger; becauſe hiſtory is more connected, 
en po woes. from one ſt-yect to another 


© not fo quick, and its connection en- 
ses and keeps up the attention, and 
akes it eaſier to retain what has been: read. 
* os But 


with the greateſt deliberation. 


food for the nouriſhment of his body, 
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But when chapters are read, which contaiþ 


_ doctrines or precepts, as in the book of . Þ 


Job, in the Proverbs and Epiſtles, one ca 16 
not read ſo long together; becauſe cad 
verſe demands a particular conſideratio © 
and therefore, we muſt read the leſs, ani 1 
bas 
Mar 
4 


2. We muſt read frequently, and 1 
No one can be ſufficiently acquainted wit 
the Scriptures, without making them fam Hor 
har by frequent reading. Regular and he Wc 
quent reading gives us an opportunity q; *8 
meditating on them the more; whercaMaou 
thoſe who read but ſeldom, will never fu om. 


niſh their minds, much leſs fill their heam nen 
with what is contained in thoſe ſacred bookiWrop 
Beſides, a careful and conſtant reading u is 
give us a greater reliſh for God's word is 
which, the more we ad and meditate, Mad 
more beauties we diſcover in it, the mogWiith 
-at enlightens the underſtanding, and fant Le 


fies and rejoices the heart. A Chriſtia dic 
therefore, ſhould make this divine wo! 


like | 
WhO 
ven 
ed fe 
ſhould he every day giye his ſoul that hetrict 
venly food, which will nouriſh him to crrWowe 
nal life. wuſt 

3. We muſt read with judgment and Ne d 


cretion, if we would ny — Mare e 
1 


his regular ſtudy ; ſhould meditate therei 
day and night; and as he every day tab 
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ont nſe of Scripture, and diſcern the ule we are 
ok 0 p Þ make of it. If this diſpoſition be want- 
e ca Ps; we may read without advantage, and 
cad ven by reading run into dangerous errors. 
ation This judgment and diſcretion is neceſſary, 
8, an Fy In order to diſtinguiſh how far what we 
ad! is the word of God. For as there are 
gen 4 any actions related in Scripture, not for 
d wilf@ur imitation, but rather to inſpire us with 
fam; 1 Qorror and deteſtation againſt them; ſo there 
nd fire many things, which were not commit 
"ity ed to writing to be the rule either of our 
here Poughts or actions. The ſacred writers 
er tuFWometimes ſet down the ſpeeches and ſenti- 
heart nents of the wicked: For inſtance, in the 


bookWrophet Malachi we read theſe words ; * It 
ng wies in vain to ſerve God; and what profit 
words is it that we have kept his ordinances?“ 
te, Radi in one of St. Paul's Epiſtles we meet 
> moWrith this maxim of carnal and profane. men, 
fand Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we 
rift die:“ But when we read theſe, and ſuch. 
- worfWike paſſages, we muſt remember, that thoſe 
there ho ſpeak thus are wicked men. And 
talen thoſe, who are in Scripture commend- 
ody, ed for their piety, did not always act in 


ſtrict conformity to it: Thus, when David 
vowed utterly to deſtroy Nabal's houſe, we 
muſt conclude he ſinned in ſo doing: and 
te diſcourſes of Job's friends, though they 
are extroinely, beautiful and inſtructive, are 
B 2 Dot. 


 ftru&ion. Examples of this kind are ion. 
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not to be approved of in every reſpect; if ea 
it is ſaid, © God was wroth with them, b@th 
* cauſe they had not ſpoken the thing tu O 
« was right.” | | | Ws 

This diſcernment is likewiſe neceffanÞ@nf 


in order to judge in what ſenſe we are t Wits 


interpret what we read; otherwiſe, we my 6 ca 
often be greatly miſtaken. For exanWſc: 
ple, when Moſes fays, © The Lord haMWhat 
* dened Pharaoh's heart.” one might imm 
gine the hardneſs of mens' hearts profMWhic| 
ceeds from God, and that he is the authyWoul 
of it; which would be a notion ſhockia 
and blaſphemous to the higheſt degree 
When St. Paul ſays, that “ Jeſus Chr 
« has delivered us from the law; that i 
<. has blotted out the hand-writing of ord 
* nances, that was againit us; and that wt 
* are juſtified without the deeds of tit 
ce law; we muſt conſider in what ſent 
he fays it; or elſe we may run into a mol 
pernicious error, and imagine Chriſtians are 
diſpenſed with keeping the moral law, and 
that good works are not neceſſary, Eve! 
day we hear ſinners and hbertines perve!l 
texts of Scripture, to excuſe themſclves 
and extenuate their crimes. Unlearned i 
unſtable men, as St. Peter obſerved in 1 
time, ref? that divine book v their own i. 
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merable ; which proves, that it is of e 
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ct; * leateſt importance to read the Scriptures 


m, bÞWth prudence and diſcretion. 


— 


1g tick One of the beſt ways to prevent miſtak- 
Ig the true ſenſe of Scripture, is to have a 
een Iadant eye to the deſign which the ſacred 
are Mriters had in view; to examine upon what 
e maſſa Feaſion, and to what end they ſpeak; to 
exam ſcrve the connection of what is ſaid, with: 
d har Wat precedes and what follows; and to 
t im mpare what we read with other paſſages, 
s pro hich may ſerve to explain it. If any one 
au:hWould take all the verſes of the Scriptures- 
>cklWart, as ſo many unconnected ſentences, 
egree Mich each its proper ſenſe and meaning, 
Chrihuch like the ſentences in the book of Pro- 
nat rs, he would run into very great errors. 
Forde muſt never loſe ſight of the end and 
hat vilfeſion of what is faid, if we deſire to diſco- 
»f thee the true meaning of God's word. This 
 lenieWe muſt be particularly careful to do in the 
1 mol:Wooks and chapters which are doctrinal, 
ins ard eſpecially in the Epiſtles; which is the 
v, andWaſon we have been obliged to add a little 
Ever the length of the Arguments of thoſe 


erveughapters *. 

cl ve It a right judgment be neceſſary, as we 
d cre obſerved, in order to underſtand the: 
in h eriptures, it is not leſs uſeful in order to- 


on dl. 


nb“ See OsrPRvAL D' Arguments and Refle@ions on the 
pf 426 dard New Te efament. 
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diſcover the improvement we are to male 


£ ; Ke | 


W 0 


cal 


of them. To this end, it muſt be conſider 
ed, that the great deſign of the Scripture 
and the uſe thcy ſhould be applied to, is i 
produce in us true faith, and the love «ff 14. 
God, and thereby bring us to eternal lit 15 ” 
« Theſe things are written,“ ſays St. Jong 1 
© that ye might believe that Jeſus is ti 
© Son of God, and that believing, ye mig!tſſithis i 
«© have life through his name.“ St. Pa Wt 
ſays likewiſe, that“ whatſoever things weng 
« written aforetime, were written for ou 4 
« learning; that we, through patience and 1 fo 
« comfort of the Scriptures, might har w. 
hope.“ This is the natural and ge 
nuine effect of every part of revelation: 
its doctrines are revealed that we mai 
receive them with faith ; that they mail 
purify, our hearts, and lead us to low 
and fear God: its commandments wertÞl 
given that we might keep them; its pt. 
miſes and threatenings tend wholly to d 
ſuade us from that Which is evil, and - 
Cline us to that which is good; and the ee 
amples which the Scriptures ſet before u 'F 
have the ſame tendency. _ 2 

Therefore, whenever we read the Scrip-: 
tures, we muſt endeavour to diſcover, fi: | 
what is of uſe to inſtru® and inform us af 
then, what tends to ſanctify us and bring BUF 


to God; that A we read may always c 
cit 5 F 


"*y 
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maleſgte us more and more to piety, and diſpoſe 
nfiderf to live a godly life. Moreover, it is of 
pturez * feat importance, for every one to take no- 
„ 1s ire of what particularly concerns himſelt, 


ove aid what bears the greateſt affinity to his own 


al lit Þ@cumſtances and neceſſities. In this impar- 


Jol 6 application to ourſelves of what we meet 
is the th in God's word, conſiſts the right uſe of 
mist this book. This St. James teaches us, when 

. Pol L ſays, © If any man be a hearer of the 

s wen word, and not a doer, he is like unto a 

or cu man beholding his natural face in a glaſs; 

ce and 1 for he beholdeth himſelf, and goeth his 

. hae way, and ſtraightway forgetteth what man- 

d ge- 


N 


ner of man he was.” Whereas the wiſe 
lation d faithful hearers of the word, are thoſe 
> myo ſeriouſly and atteritively confider and 
y mafftgeditate upon it, and obey its commands. 
» lor which the Apoſtle ſhews, that the uſe we 
 wereBWult make of the Holy Scriptures, is to learn 
s pro dedience; that we muſt read and hear them 
to 01-BWth a deſign to-grow better; and that he 
nd -o does not make this uſe of them de- 
he ex-F@veth bis own foul, 

ore "BF 4. The Scriptures muſt be read with /ub- 
in, and obedience of faith. Since it is 


Sctip- Hod who ſpeaks in them, we have nothing 


„fit; do, but to be well affured that we rightly 
and de rſtand their meaning, which is never 
ing VEWihcult in things neceſſary for ſalvation; 
ys cu. d then, we are with ſubmiſſion and do- 
" (IT * . cility 
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them as firmly as if we were eye witneſ 


conteſtible truths, if we attempt to fathor 


ken, and let that ſuffice. : 


them! is ablolutelyand indiſpenſibly neceBalÞ 


32 The Diſpeſitions neceſſary for ; 
cility to receive whatever they reveal, aW4 
make that the rule of our faith and practice 


Therefore, when we read the hiſtories 8 !! 
corded in the Scriptures, we muſt beli- 


of every event; which we have the my 
reaſon to do, as there is no hiſtory which! 
attended with ſo many convincing pro: 
of its truth and certainty. 

When the Scriptures propoſe as Gribe | 
the objects of our faith, we muſt cmbrayf 
them without the leaſt doubt or heſitation 
It the doctrines revealed are of ſuch a nature} 
that it is impoſſible fully ro comprehend tl 
reaſon, or the manner of their exiſtence, th 
ſhould not in the leaſt ſtagger our faith. Vip 
muſt conſider, that the moſt evident and i 


them, are attended with difficulties, which 
no one can reſolve. Therefore, it mult "i 
prudent as well as pious, upon ſuch oc 
ſions, not to give way to a ſpirit of curioſi 
but to lay aſide vain reaſonings and raſh 1 
quiries, which would only ſerve to tempt ff 


to doubting and infidelity. God has {p i 


When we read the commands and pM 
cepts, which God has given us in his woll 
to be the rule of our actions, it is our du! 
to believe that obedience and conformity 


Mi! * 
. 
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al, ad as the ſenſe of the Scriptures is never 
racticſsÞcure in this reſpect, and it is impoſſible. 
| ſhould be deceived, unleſs we wiitully - 


ries i 
belicW* our eyes againſt the truth; all we have 
ite is, with humility and an honeſt heart, 


ie mo ſubmit to whatever God is pleaſed to 
which mand; continually remerabering, that 
- proof he has an abſolute right and authority to 
Mmand our obedience, ſo we are ſure he 


rines require nothing of us but what tends to 
brake us happy. Should the divine com- 
ſitatiiſ nds appear ever ſo diſagreeable, and thwart 


moſt favourite paſſions and inclinations, 
Wiflices that God has ſaid. This do, to make 
pur duty to obey; or, This ye ſhall not da, 
Þblige us to abſtain. We mult filence our 
Mons, and not liſten to the ſuggeſtions of 
own hearts; for our paſſions are the ene- 
S, Which raiſe all the difficulties we meet 


natur 
end tht 
ce, thi 
th. V 
and 11 
fathon 


„ which 


muſt n in the way of God's commands, and 
h Ocgeſt falſe reaſons to excuſe our diſobedi- 
io. And if, to this end, it be neceſſary to 
raſh t our inclinations, and do violence to 
-mpt u elves, let us remember, this is the beſt 


as ſpo hot we can give, that faith and the love of . 
is the ruling principle of our actions. 


nd pitting, our inclinations, and overcoming 
is won natural reluctance, is the only teſt of 
ur du obedience, and a proof that our will is | 
mity entire ſubmiſſion to the divine. But it 
ce dangerous thing, and repugnant to the 


nature 


Ni : 
1 
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nature of faith, to argue when God ca. 
mands, and to diſpute either about the if 
ture or neceſſity of our duty. To banihW. 
falſe reaſonings, and all vain pretendiſſJuc 
whereby men endeavour to elude the cp 
declarations of God's word, is the rea 
why the Apoſtles, when ſpeaking of the 11 
by which we ſhall be judged, ſo frequef 
adviſe us © not to be deceived, nor {Wa 
te ourſelves to be ſeduced by philoſo jon 
ce and vain deceit,” and the like. þ 
 Laftly, This ſubmiſſion mult take pi, : 
likewiſe in the promiſes and threatens n 
contained in the Scriptures; that is, vw ti 
they deſcribe the happineſs of the litect 
come, or the puniſhments reſerved tort C 
wicked, we ought no more to doubt of Wave 
certainty of thoſe promiſes or een, „th 
than if we now actually ſaw the compleſi rue 
of them, and the great day of retribuFtte! 
was already come. This i is one of the n 
cipal effects of faith. “ Faith,” /aysÞan 
Paul, “ is the ſubſtance of things hopedÞnov 
and the evidence of things not feel 
Now, ſince ſuch is the nature of that 
miſſion of faith, which ought to accom} of 
the reading of the Scriptures ; if we ha che 
not, we ſhall read them and hear ih} e. 
vain. The word: doth not profit, Me S 
it be attended with faith in them it li 
Cc hear 1 ite nos: uh. - 4180 vo! 
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od cok. The laſt diſpoſition with which the 
t the! he ought to be read is piety and devo- 
)aniſh This diſpoſition i is the principal, and 
retenMWudes all the reſt. —He that reads the 
e expWptures muſt have a love for truth and 
ie reihe; ſhould have a heart inclined to good, 
the fincerely deſirous to know the will of 
requen], and to do it. This upright | _— 5 
1or {u bat our Lord calls in the Goſpel << 
\iloſoWonefſt and good heart, which — a 
« when he has heard the word, keep 
i and bring forth fruit with patience.” 
s makes the mind attentive, inſpires it 
that prudence and judgment, which is 
eceſſary to the right underſtanding of 


ake p 
-eatenil 
t is, Vi 
he hie 


ed fort God would have us know and do to 
abt of Maved.. Thoſe who have this pious inten- 
re aten this honeſt heart, fail not to enter into 
-ompleFirue ſenſe of the Scriptures, and to diſcos 


their beauties. This Jeſus Chriſt teaches 


in theſe remarkable words: If any 
nan will do the will of God, he ſhall 


retribu 
f the 


20 jays 


hope now of my doctrine.” God manifeſts 
not {lf to thoſe that ſeek him; and ſheds 
of that Mad in their hearts the all- quickening 
accomW: of his holy Spirit, and furniſhes them 
we haf the moſt wetuh knowledge. 
zar theo conclude; the whole. As the reading 
rofit, Me Scriptures requires a pious hea:t, ſo 


Fit likewiſe demand a heart truly devour. 
don, which, 1 the confeſſion of all 


them 


Y who 
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who make any pretences to religion, is au 
ceſſary qualification in prayer, is not lef1 
quiſite in reading. When God ſpeaks 
in his word, we ought not to be leſs affect 
with thoſe en of reverence, zeal, | 
and love, which devotion inſpires, than 

ought to be when we tpeak to him ind 

prayers: Nay, prayer itſelf ſhould alu 
accompany our reading. There 1s no bet 
way to prepare to hear the voice of God, il 
to call upon him, and litt up our hearts ul 
him. It is by humbly imploring the a 
ance of the Holy Spirit, that we obtain ul 

grace which prepares the heart, and diſpd 
it to love God and keep his commandmen - 
By this alone, the reading of the Holy Sci 
tures will become profitable to our ſalvatuh 
and bring us to that happy end, for wii 
God has been pleaſed to commit them 
writing. God grant that the reflections 
made, and thoſe which are diſperied'throuf 
the body of this Work; ¶ that is, The 47 
ments and Reflections on the Books ond 2 
ters of the Old and New Teſtament, as 
fore mentioned, ] may produce this cffecte 
thoſe that read chem. 
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